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 JAMAICA | One of 12 Countries Recognized For Air Travel Safety 

Jamaica's significant ongoing investment in air traffic management infrastructure has begun to pay off in a big way, less than 

eight months after the new air traffic control tower at the Norman Manley International Airport became operational. 

"The towers are just one part of it. The upgrades that we are doing to our radars and automation system is another part of it, 

and there is more to come over the next couple of years. But I think that the fact that we have been recognized by the Interna-

tional Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) for our significant safety performance in 2016, I think that speaks a lot to the efforts 

that the entire Civil Aviation Authority team and our Aerotel team has been putting in," Nari Williams-Singh, Director General 

of the Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority, told The Gleaner. 

Williams-Singh  was speaking about the fact that he had been officially notified 

only on Tuesday that Jamaica was among the 12 member states recognized by 

the global organization to receive its Council President Certificate for 2016 and 

was putting the first time honor in context. 

STRINGENT PERFORMANCE 

"Of the 192 countries which are signatories to the ICAO conventions, 12 are se-

lected each year for this recognition and you have to meet very stringent perfor-

mance criteria to be selected." 

The director general made this disclosure during the tour of the new air traffic 

control tower by Prime Minister Andrew Holness and Transport Minister Mike 

Henry, both of whom missed the official opening last November. 

At a height of 137 feet, eight inches the new tower stands more than 50 feet tall-

er than the more-than-65-year-old facility it replaced, and the well-trained staff 

now has cutting-edge technology literally at their fingertips to carry out the 

communications, navigation and surveillance demands of their job. 

"We have improved those three areas to make the delivery of air traffic service 

even better and we are trying to be not just at first-world standard, but be the 

example for everyone else to follow. That is our mandate and we want to ensure 

that the standard is maintained at the highest level, despite the traffic condi-

tions," Richard Graham, supervisor for the control tower, told The Gleaner during 

a tour of the facility. 

"Once you have good, functioning equipment, we will be able to do that without 

failure." 

Standards key to safety 

Noting that air travel is a complex industry, Williams-Singh, has indicated that its 

seamless and safe operation at the local level is driven and sustained by the vigi-

lant implementation and unfailing application of stringent yet dynamic stand-

ards. 

However, he went on to underscore the value of ongoing investment in human resources as critical to achieving the two high-

est standards of the civil aviation industry - safety and efficiency. 

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION 

"Success is also fueled by continuous, technological innovation processes such as this tower and all these efforts are champi-

oned through dedication and vigilance from the energetic team of the Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority and Aerotel. The suc-

cess of Jamaica's air traffic services has been a combination of human heart, training and dedication with the brawn of the 

latest technology. It is this combination which Jamaica has continuously employed to maintain the safe, expeditious and or-

derly flow of traffic across Jamaica's airspace, in accordance with the standards and recommended practices of our global gov-

erning body, the International Civil Aviation Organization."    

                                                                                                                              Gleaner Article Published: April 24, 2017 | Christopher Serju  

Prime Minister Andrew Holness (right), speaks with 

Director General of the Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority 

(JCAA), Nari Williams-Singh (left), following his official tour 

of the state-of-the-art air traffic control tower (pictured in 

the background) at the Norman Manley International 

Airport (NMIA) in Kingston recently.  



     Page 3 

                                                                 TRAVEL UPDATES 

JAMAICA ranks 12th  on the list.                                                
Cut and paste the link (below) in your  

browser to view the complete  list. 

https://thepointsguy.com/2017/04/top-

destinations-2017-tripadvisor/ 
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Expedia opens Arrival 

Lounge at Sangster Int’l   

Airport 
20 April 2017 | Montego Bay , JAMAICA 

Another first for Jamaica's tourism product, as online travel 

agency Expedia opens an arrival lounge at the Sangster  

International Airport, in Montego Bay. 

 

The Expedia Local Expert Arrival Lounge will now allow Ex-

pedia's guests a place to orientate themselves to the desti-

nation after their flight. The lounge will also serve as a place 

for Expedia guests to check for ground transportation to 

their hotel. 

     

Expedia recently reported that travel demand to luxury 

properties in Jamaica registered one of the largest increases 

in the Caribbean.  



AAJ President & CEO NMIAL  -

Audley Deidrick was recently 

presented with the Rotary Club of 

St. Andrew  distinguished 

Vocational Service Award  2017 for 

stellar contribution to Jamaica 

through the vocation of Finance and 

Management.  

May your star continue to shine 

through Service Above Self.   

View  picture highlights  and  copy  of  
Citation  @   

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
on achieving your doctoral degree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Carvell  McLeary                                          
Snr. Director Human Resources, Management & Administration  

 PhD Organizational Behavior                       

University of the West Indies, Mona                  
April 2017 

Making the presentation is  Rotary Club of St. Andrew  President  - Wayne Strachan  (left)                                                                    
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NEW DEADLINE                                   

MONDAY, 1 MAY  2017 
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Or Email : hrd@aaj.com.jm 
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Revelers traveling through the Norman 

Manley International  for  the recent JA-

MAICA CARNIVAL  were in for a pleasant 

surprise. They were met  on arrival with 

live steel pan music from the INVADERS  

STEEL ORCHESTRA and Carnival  gifts 

courtesy of Caribbean Airlines (CAL).   

The Hon Olivia 'Babsy' Grange, Minister 

of Culture, Gender, Entertainment & Sport  was on 

hand to endorse the warm reception and joined in on 

the  CAL Jammin' in Jamaica fun at the Kingston               

Gateway. 

CARNIVAL IN KINGSTON CITY!  

23 April 2017 | NMIA Arrivals Hall                                                                                           

Major stakeholders of  CARNVAL  in JAMAICA  share a photo op with  

Minister Grange  (5th from right) 
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Upcoming Event  

Meet Director, Donald Quarrie CD, has announced the confirmation of many time 

World and Olympic Champion Allyson Felix of the United States as part of the line 

up for this year’s Jamaica International Invitational Meet. Felix, who due to injury, 

missed out on the last two years in Jamaica, is once again on the start list. Felix is 

known in Jamaica for her pleasant demeanor and fierce competitive spirit. She has 

always been a crowd favorite and has spoken about how excited she feels to run 

in the island.                                                                                                                                                     

Felix has been winning medals since 2004 in Athens, Greece when she placed 2nd 

in the 200m, behind Jamaica’s Veronica Campbell Brown. 

Other  high flyers  named  to compete at the 13th staging  of this prestigious 

meet are:                                                                                                                                                 

On the Women’s side, Jamaica’s own Double Olympic Champion, Elaine Thomp-

son will lead the charge, she will contest the 200m, Christania Williams in the 

100m, while Shericka Jackson and compatriot Stephanie Ann McPherson will do 

the 400m. On her first trip to the island, JIIM welcomes 100m Hurdles world rec-

ord holder Kendra Harrison, who is poised to sizzle in her pet event.                                                

On the Men’s side, former 100m record holder Asafa Powell will be joined by Mike 

Rodgers of the USA in the 100m, while Canadian sensation, Andre DeGrasse will 

go up against USA’s LaShawn Merritt in the 200m. Javon Francis will lead Jamaica’s 

charge in the 400m, while Devon Allen of the USA, 5th in the 110m Hurdles at Rio 

will make his first elite appearance in Jamaica. Make plans to be there! 

Airports Authority of Jamaica is a proud sponsor of  

the JAMAICA INTERNATIONAL INVITATIONAL . 

The 2017 hosting of the Jamaica International Invitational  

Meet will be held on May 20, 2017 at the National Stadium| 

KINGSTON, JAMAICA 
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