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Norman Manley Int’l             

Airport an excellent invest-

ment, Scott tells bidders 

NMIA BIDDERS’ CONFERENCE  | 26 September 2017.                 
AAJ Learning and Development Centre , Palisadoes Kingston .Jamaica. 

Eight prospective bidders were approved to participate in the NMIA 

Public Private Partnership (PPP) transaction.   Five of the prospective 

bidders attended the rescheduled NMIA Bidders Conference held on 

September 26th.  

Development Bank of Jamaica (DBJ) Chairman Paul Scott  encouraged 

bidders seeking to acquire the Norman Manley International Airport 

(NMIA) in Kingston by describing it as an “excellent investment” that 

will continue to record growth in passenger traffic. 

“This is a great opportunity. If I knew before what I know today, I would be in the audi-

ence with you as a potential investor,” Scott, who also chairs the NMIA Enterprise Team 

which was established by the Government to manage the privatisation of the airport, told 

the Bidders Conference. 

Scott told the potential bidders that “there is no doubt that traffic to NMIA will continue 

to grow. There is not one person in Jamaica who does not have a relative abroad who 

wants to visit and be visited.  

Hon. Dr. Horace Chang, minister without portfolio in the Ministry of Economic Growth 

and Job Creation with responsibility for water, works and housing, told the bidders that 

“the PPP will help Jamaica meet the demands of the global economy. It is part of the 

strategic plan to move the country towards a growth path and transportation is key if 

Jamaica is to participate effectively internationally”. 

Hon. Dr. Chang said that in positioning Jamaica as the number one Caribbean destina-

tion, NMIA will have to move several million passengers annually. “We look forward to 

working with you (the investors) to develop NMIA into the best airport in this hemisphere. When your investment is successful you make a profit, 

and we get many more visitors,” Chang said. 

Airports Authority of Jamaica President— Audley Deidrick pointed to a 2.8 per cent growth rate in tourism in Jamaica in 2016, the almost 80 per cent 

visiting friends and relatives traffic to Kingston and the availability of expansive cargo space as compelling factors which make the airport an excel-

lent investment. He noted, too, that under the NMIA Capital Development Programme a number of projects have been implemented aimed at re-

ducing airport operational risks, gaining efficiency in operations, reducing energy consumption, and expanding capacity. Deidrick assured the poten-

tial investors that while NMIA is up for privatisation “the programme of development now underway will continue right up to the point of transfer”. 

Michelle Ottey, transaction lead, International Finance Company (IFC) assured that the NMIA PPP arrangement will be a Concession agreement and 

will not involve the sale of the airport. “This is a strategic asset of the Government, and so it is not an outright divestment or sale of this asset. It is a 

long-term concession of the asset where the airport site and all immovable properties remain under the ownership of the Airports Authority. What is 

being granted is the exclusive rights to use these assets for the period of the concession,” she said. Under the arrangement, the successful bidder will 

agree to a 25-year concession with the option to extend for five years by mutual consent.  Concessionaire responsibilities focus on the commercial, 

financing and completing required works, operating the airport and improving efficiency, and maintaining and refurbishing the airport facilities. 

The conference, which was held at  the AAJ Learning and Development Centre, was designed to give the prospective bidders comprehensive infor-

mation on the PPP and an opportunity to ask questions and seek clarification as they do their due diligence prior to presenting their bids. 

Other presenters at the Bidders Conference were Walter Bernyck, counsellor and head of development corporation, Canadian High Commission and 

representative, Global Affairs Canada; and Michael Hepburn, director, economic regulations, Jamaica Civil Aviation Authority; Denise Arana, General 

Manager, PPP and privatisation, DBJ, moderated the conference. The prospective bidders also participated in a tour of the airport led by Airports 

Authority of Jamaica, a business luncheon hosted by JAMPRO, and one-on-one meetings with representatives of the NMIA Enterprise Team and the 

Government. 

Cabinet, on July 2016, granted approval for the privatisation of NMIAL as a strategic priority for the Government, the establishment of the NMIA 

Enterprise Team, and engagement of DBJ as co-advisors. The IFC, a member of the World Bank Group, acts as lead advisors to the Jamaican Govern-

ment.  

A preferred bidder is expected to be selected and announced by April 2018. 

(L-R) Minister without Portfolio in the Ministry of Economic 

Growth and Job Creation, Hon. Dr. Horace Chang , in dialogue 

with Chairman, Development Bank of Jamaica (DBJ) , Paul B. 

Scott; President, Airports Authority of Jamaica, (AAJ) Audley 

Deidrick; and Chairman AAJ,  Hon. William Shagoury.  

Cut and paste this link in your browser to view nmia 

promo (5mins.) : https://youtu.be/z-Vqq_rPhEs  
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Cut and paste link( below) in your browser to view the TVJ Smile Jamaica promotional interview                               

www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-Vm8NFRQSM&feature=share 
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The diversity and endemism of Jamaica’s flora is re-

flected in the island’s flora. There are 60 genera and 

over 220 species of orchids. Thirty percent of the Ja-

maican orchid’s population is endemic (approx. 66 

species). 

This high diversity may be accounted for by the varie-

ty of environmental habitats found on the island. Or-

chids are usually epiphytes (found on trees), there are 

some that may be terrestrial or lithophytic (found on rocks). Most Jamaican species may be found in high mountainous 

and forested regions where they are adapted to the shade and the moisture of these regions. However, a few species may 

be found acclimatized to drier, sunny lowland and coastal regions. 

The orchidaceae family is very unique with a range of different physical forms. Orchids are herbaceous monocotyledonous 

plants which are, mostly perennial. An orchid is distinctive mainly because of its floral characteristics. The flower is raised 

on a pedicel which rotates 180˚ during growth; the mature flower is now upside down. There are 3 petals and 3 se-

pal present and they are usually the same in colour.  A distinctive feature of an orchid is the lip, two of the petals are lat-

eral petals and the third is either lobed or cupped and is referred to as the lip or labellum.  

On your next trip :                                                                                                                                                          

DO GO SEE THE JAMAICAN ORCHID EXHIBITION  | GATE 10 / MAIN TERMINAL, NMIAirport KIN. 
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International Coastal Cleanup Day | Saturday, September 16th 
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27 SEPTEMBER  2017 |  WORLD TOURISM DAY  has been celebrated since 1980 on September 27, the day in which the Statutes of the 

World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) entered into force. Peace and Dialogue, Energy, Accessibility, World Heritage and Water and Tourism 

have been some of the topics tackled on the 37 previous editions of World Tourism Day. 

 

“Last year alone, 1.235 billion travelers crossed international borders in one single year. By 2030, this 1.2 billion will become 1.8 billion. The 

question, as we celebrate World Tourism Day 2017, is how we can enable this powerful global transformative force, these 1.8 billion opportuni-

ties, to contribute to make this world a better place and to advance sustainable development in all its three pillars. This World Tourism Day, 

whenever you travel, wherever you travel, remember to respect nature, respect culture and respect your host,” said UNWTO Secretary-General 

Taleb Rifai.270 SPET  

#TEAMNMIA  

TOGETHER FOR OUR OCEAN                                                                    
Each year, the NMIA Netball team  diligently join hands and 

hearts with millions of volunteers across the globe to make a 

difference in helping to clean beaches and waterways and 

protect our ocean from the impacts of plastic and trash.  

The ultimate goal / mission is for each of us to accept person-

al responsibility for what we use and throw away. 

Let’s all do our part to protect the environment. 

“Never doubt that a small group of 

people can change the world. In-
deed, it’s the only thing that ever 
has”                                                 

– Margaret Mead  
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TEAM NMIA OUT N’ ABOUT  

THE  KINGSTON CREW invades JAPEX 2017                                                                                          

(L-R ) Claudette Kenlock  of Celebration Brands, Dave Chin Tung ,CEO GO! Jamaica 

Travel; NMIA Business Relations Manager ,Yvonne Sweeney and JHTA Kingston 

Chair, Chris Jarrett  brought the lively Kingston City vibes to 27th Annual Jamaica 

Product Exchange  (JAPEX) |  Montego Bay Convention Centre . 

September 20th | LOUISE BENNETT GARDEN THEATRE , Kingston                                                                

JAMAICA CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION  (JCDC)  |   JA55                                                                    

STAKEHOLDERS APPRECIATION.                                                                                      

Accepting the  plaque of appreciation  for NMIAirport are Marketing  

representatives Grace Morrison (L) and Nicholas Amore (R)  .JCDC Parish 

Manager -Paulette Sutherland was on hand to share in the moment. 
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PIC OF the MONTH    

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS  |    NOVEMBER 10th 
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…almost 30 years ago, September 1988 |  HURRICANE GILBERT                           

Location : East Airfield / Norman Manley Int’l Airport . KIN. 

…and almost 30 years later, September 2017 |  HURRICANE IRMA                           

Location :  East Airfield / Norman Manley Int’l Airport . KIN.                                                   
A safe port for numerous commercial and private aircrafts until the eye of the  storm passed 

over some of the neighboring Caribbean islands.  


